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Action-packed stories of legendary tank soldiers in combat You-are-there approach lets readers

relive the experiences of German panzer crews First time in English With the same drama and

attention to detail that made Panzer Aces (978-0-8117-3173-7) and Panzer Aces II

(978-0-8117-3175-1) such thrilling reads, Franz Kurowski tells the stories of more German armored

officers during World War II. Extensively researched, these gripping accounts follow panzer crews

into some of the bloodiest engagements of the war, from the deserts of North Africa, the

monumental battle of Kursk, and the hedgerows of France to frightening clashes in the black of

night on the Eastern Front.
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Franz Kurowski presents short biographical summaries of 18 German soldiers who earned the

Knight's Cross in World War Two. Each chapter is 12 to 26 pages long and starts with an action

scene describing one of the key battles they fought in. The chapter then describes the soldier's life

background, how they entered military service and then what key leadership positions and battles

they participated in. It is very interesting to read that many of the awardees served in the same unit

or were led by a common commander, such as Erwin Rommel with the 7th Panzer Division in

France 1940. Many of the accounts correspond to other chapters as the soldiers had served

together at critical battles.This book is not as detailed as Panzer Aces I or II, and is much shorter at

293 pages, but has many photos. Panzer ace Ernst Barkman's story is only 21 pages in length, but

can be found in greater detail in his biographical book. Tiger tank ace Otto Carius' chapter is 22



pages in length, a mere fraction of his life story in comparison to his book titled Tigers in the Mud. In

comparison, Panzer Aces II has 486 pages describing the entire career and detailed engagements

of just six soldiers.It is good being able to read a summary overview of the careers of these 18

remarkable soldiers, such as Heinz Guderian and Hermann Hoth. Both were heavily involved in the

development of the Panzer Corps and both were relieved of command for disobeying H*tler's foolish

orders to hold arbitrary ground at all costs. Armchair historians can debate what if more German

Generals had the same courage as Guderian, Hoth, and Rommel to disobey similar orders and

saved their soldiers from senseless encirclement and destruction.
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